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16 November 1858

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided and Gerrit Wakker served as clerk, it was noted that Nagelkerk was still difficult
to deal with. He was separated from his wife and did not attend services. The consistory decided
to censure him publicly. People in two other bad marriages were reported on. Van Raalte would
not be in the pulpit Sunday and a replacement was needed.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 74-76.
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Consistory Meeting of November 16, 1858
Absent were Brothers Plugger and the president. The clerk proposed and the assembly
requested Brother Ploeg, as the oldest in years, to open the meeting with prayer.
ARTICLE 1 — Brother Labots was chosen as temporary chairman by an unanimous vote.
He asks the brethren for an explanation for their absence at the previous meeting.
ARTICLE 2 — Apeldoorn said that he had been unwell. Keppel said that he had made a
mistake in the time of the meeting, and in no way did this represent indifference. Ploeg
indicated that domestic situations hindered him and gave a further explanation for this.
ARTICLE 3 — A committee was appointed to discuss with the president his reasons for
his absence and to admonish and rebuke him.
ARTICLE 4 — The minutes were read, (in the meantime, the president entered the
assembly), and approved.
AARTICLE 5 — Brother Labots turned the meeting over to Rev. van Raalte, who assumes
the chair and gives adequate explanation for his tardiness.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee, mentioned in Article 3 of the previous meeting, gave a
report of their activities concerning the furnace. They had not yet been able to find the
defect, and they have decided to discuss this with the manufacturer. They have not been
able to do so for various reasons. It was decided that they should speedily discuss this
with the man, and Brother te Roller was assigned this task. In addition, the committee
was mandated to continue the assignment.
ARTICLE 7 — The committee gives a report concerning the carpenter work, and they
stated that two bids had been received for $28.99 and $22.00. The task was assigned to
the lowest bidder; namely, H. W. Verbeek, with the restriction that the work must be
completed following his plan before November 30 of this year. Payment will be made
upon satisfactory completion, with interest at 7% from the time that the work has been
finished.

Page 75

ARTICLE 8 — The committee for Nagelkerk reports that this person continues to harden
his position and rejects all admonition to reconcile to his wife and to return to her in the
normal marriage state. Moreover, he has accusations against the consistory. This is
particularly true for the committee, and, for this reason, he has for some time absented
himself from the public worship services. When the committee, in the name of the
consistory, informed him that they will be exercising public censure, he received this
with anger, and, at the same time, answered with threats.
The consistory decides that on the next Sunday, plus eight days, whenever the pastor was
at home, this censure will be made public to the congregation. There will be emphasis on
the fact that he (Nagelkerk) opposes the consistory and hardens himself against
admonition. The clerk was mandated to prepare this form for public announcement in
writing.
ARTICLE 9 — The committee for Wiersma and wife report that these members continue
to live in ongoing antagonism and lovelessness. They make monstrous accusations
against each other and live as enemies. They do not reject admonitions, nor challenge the
rebukes. However, the situation seems impossible to be redeemed, so that they can live
as husband and wife in peace. All Christian virtues seem to be lacking.
ARTICLE 10 — The committee for K. Schaddelee and wife report that they have received
some opposition concerning the fact that they have been placed under censure. He
thought that the disciplinary action was grounded in the assertion that he had chased his
wife away. However, after they were better informed, the committee felt that when the
visit (Article 3, previous meeting) takes place, this matter could be resolved.
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ARTICLE 11 — The committee appointed at the previous meeting reports concerning a
review of the diaconal books, and declares them to be in good order. However, they have
found certain expenditures listed that should not have been taken from the treasury. They
also judged that the deacons should discuss these matters together when they are of a
sensitive nature, rather than individually. Upon hearing this report, it was decided that
from now on a very precise posting of all monies expended and collected shall be
maintained for each separate fund.
ARTICLE 12— Keppel proposes that the deacons be appointed to help Widow Hekhuis
in obtaining a suitable dwelling.
ARTICLE 13 — Brother Keppel asks concerning the purchase of swamp lands by persons
who did not have the necessary permission called for by the law, or who do not desire to
do so, because of the law's powerlessness. Brother Ploeg was appointed, with the help of
a competent member of the congregation, to review this law and to bring a report.
ARTICLE 14— The matter of Widow van den Velde was discussed. De Vries and te
Roller had been informed that this widow expects in the spring to leave for their farm,
and asks for the weekly $1.00 for support which had been assigned to her.
ARTICLE 15 — Since Rev. van Raalte must be absent next Sunday, Labots and te Roller
were appointed to ask Rev, van der Wall to take Rev. van Raalte's place.
ARTICLE 16 — Discussion then ensued that if Rev, van der Wall refused, could a student
be requested. This was declared to be against our conscience, and no decision was made.
ARTICLE 17 —The congregation was informed that on Friday, the 19th, the consistory
would meet. Because of the absence of our pastor, that meeting is now being held.
However, since there are sufficient matters that need to be decided, it was decided to
meet on Friday, the 19th, at 6 P.M.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Keppel.

A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker

